Biology 1 A
 Online/Hybrid Course Syllabus
Instructor: Mr. Erik Schunk



Email: eschunk@farwellschools.net
I am looking forward to helping each of you learn the interesting study of Biology.  If you don’t know or don’t understand something feel free to ask me for help: that is how we all learn.  I encourage you to ask questions and voice your opinions and thoughts appropriately!


Course Description: 

This course is designed to prepare students to successfully complete the life science portion of the ACT/MME.  Upon completion of this course students will have meet the requirements for .5 year (of the required 3 years) within the area of science needed for high school graduation.  
Course Objectives:
· Students will be able to understand the components and workings of a living organism.
·  Students will be able to identify the many aspects of ecosystems of the world.
· Students will be able to apply genetics to all characteristics of life.
· Students will be able to evaluate their position on evolution based on evidence.
Resource requirements:

All students taking this online course will be expected to…

· have access to a computer with high speed internet

· have and use MS-Word (or another compatible program; ie-Open Office)

· be able to operate and navigate through our online Moodle classroom website
· have a copy of our course textbook - Biology: Prentice Hall

Introduction to the Textbook:

The textbook that we will be using during this course is title Biology and is published by Prentice Hall.  After looking through the course alignment of lessons you will notice that the content that we study jumps around the text book and does not necessarily follow each chapter in order.  This is because I would like you to use this textbook as a reference text rather than the only resource for this course.  Some information that will be presented in the course will be in the form of articles and information from other sources so it is important to pay attention to our weekly order of lessons.  



Student Learner Responsibilities:

· Students are expected to check their email and course web page daily for announcements 

· Students are expected to submit their assignments via email and/or on the course web page depending on the specific assignment

· Students are required to complete each weekly assignment during that weeks’ timeframe.  Students should not work ahead nor shall they be permitted to submit late assignments without significant reason/ instructor approval.  
Instructor information:

Mr. Erik Schunk

Email- eschunk@farwellschools.net
Phone 989-395-2192
Classroom  Location- FHS room 201
Office Hours - email anytime or call during normal waking hours
Notes-  I have taught at the high school level for 5 years.  I teach Biology, Anatomy, and Physical education.  My other responsibilities include being the Boys Varsity Basketball Coach as well as the Varsity Baseball Coach at FHS


Office Hours – I am available everyday between the hours of 8am until about 9 pm.  The best way to reach me is to send an email to me at the link described above.  If it is an emergency situation or it is something that needs personal communication you may call me at the above phone number.  


Grading Policy and Scale:
Weekly Tests, quizzes, and essays = 60%
Projects= 10%
Weekly assignments= 10%
Final Exam (Includes All Unit Tests and a Cumulative Final Exam)= 20% 
Grading Scale:

100-94%  A
93-90%  A-
89-87%  B+
86-84%  B

83-80%  B-
79-77%  C+
76-74%  C
73-70%  C-

69-67%  D+
66-64%  D
63-60%  D-
59-0%  E
Number of Lessons:

This course is designed so that students will have multiple tasks to complete each week.  This is a 12 week course (1 trimester) covering 6 Units so there will be assignments, readings, projects, and tests every week.  All of the week’s tasks are due Friday night by midnight (11:59 pm).  This course will also have a cumulative final exam during the last week of the course.  Reminder: every weekly test as well as the cumulative final exam combine together to give you your final exam grade which counts towards 20% of your final grade.  


Course outline:

	WEEK #
	Unit Title
	Chapters and Sections Covered in Student Text Book
	Core Concepts

	1 and 2
	Unit 1

Chemistry and Biochemistry
	2.3

2.4
	· 4 major organic compounds

· C-H bonds store energy

· Arrangement of compounds 

	3 and 4
	Unit 2

Cells-Structure and Function
	19

7


	· Cell structure and functions

· Cells combine to form complex structures

	5 and 6
	Unit 3

Cell Energetics
	8

9
	· Sun’s energy into chemical energy

· Chemical energy in food to ATP

· ATP supplies cell energy

	7 and 8
	Unit 4

Comparative Structure and Function of Living Things
	1.3

7.4
	· Similar functions are accomplished with different structures in different org.

· Systems work together within living things

	9 and 10
	Unit 5

Human Systems
	35.1 (overview of all systems)

35,36,37,

38,39,40,

(specific systems by chapter)
	· Human systems work together to maintain the short and long term health of the organism

	11 and 12
	Unit 6

Homeostasis and Health
	1.3

33.2

40.4


	· Body systems work together to maintain stable internal environment

· Regulatory mechanisms

· Body systems work together to maintain health

	12
	Final Exam
	Course Units 1-6
	· Evaluation of comprehension for entire Trimester 



Attendance requirements:
Students should check email and course web page daily.  Students should also submit assignments by Friday night deadline.  
